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In recent years, North Carolina and the Southeast have
experienced an unprecedented level of growth and de-
velopment. Industries have moved down from the North-
east in search of lower operating costs and a warmer cli-
mate. They in turn attract more people to the smaller com-
munities of the Southeast.
Faced with both the positive and negative impacts of
growth, states and localities are forced to make im-
portant policy decisions. Should industrial attraction be
the first priority? How much control should the state or
locality exert? To what degree should the private market
be allowed to run its course? How can the positive charac-
teristics of small communities and local industries, as well
as historic and natural features, be preserved in light of
modernization and change?
Carolina planning is pleased to present in this issue a
wide range of articles that consider questions of growth
and change in North Carolina and the Southeast. Policies
and strategies to encourage statewide development are
considered by an environmentalist, the state Secretary of
Commerce, two students of urban economic develop-
ment, and a professor with international development ex-
perience. On the local level, changes in central business
districts in North Carolina communities are examined.
Modernization and growth influence preservation pro-
grams, as shown by North Carolina's use of computers to
make data on cultural resources available, and by simul-
taneous concern with energy conservation and historic
preservation. Financing of development is of importance
throughout. One program, North Carolina's Housing
Finance Agency, is evaluated. Another method of financ-
ing new construction, impact taxes, is recommended for
North Carolina.
With this issue, Carolina planning completes its fourth
year of publication. Never before have contributions been
received from such a diverse group of authors. Finan-
cially, Carolina planning is increasingly supported by its
subscribers. The magazine continues to receive aid from
the Department of City and Regional Planning and the
University of North Carolina, without which current costs
could not be covered. Readers can help by renewing sub-
scriptions on time, by subscribing for more than one year,
and by telling colleagues and friends about the maga-
zine. Please continue to send reactions and con-
tributions. Carolina planning looks forward to furthering
the exchange of ideas and information among planners,
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City and Regional Planning.
Carolina planning welcomes comments and suggestions on articles published and will
be pleased to accept material for future editions. Manuscripts should be typed with a
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The collage of advertisements dis-
plays one of the tools the Department
of Commerce in North Carolina uses to
attract diversified industry. The adver-
tising program strives to promote a
progressive image of its productive
workers and available resources and
appears in the nation's top business
publications. Advertisements courtesy
of North Carolina Department of Com-
merce, Economic Development Divi-




Q New Challenges for Local
° Economic Development Planners
8
Roles for Local Planners
in Industrial Recruitment
Michael D. Redmond
North Carolina has relied primarily on an industrial recruitment
strategy for economic development and hopes to distribute the
effects of growth to cities and communities across the state. The
author suggests changes in this strategy and roles for the local
economic development planner that would facilitate the state's
goal.
** New Strategies for
' ^ Local Economic Development
Rick Carlisle
_ Commentary:
1 9 An International Perspective
Jean-Louis Sarbib
The author points out the need for alternative strategies, such as
support for existing business and community based enterprises,
to complement industrial recruitment. These alternative ap-
proaches are implemented at the local level and allow the planner
a more active role in the community's economic welfare.
aa Impact Taxes
The Opportunity in North Carolina
Nancy E. Stroud
New residential construction often places excessive demand on
existing municipal services and consequently requires addition-
al community investment. The author presents the impact tax as
an alternative to traditional municipal financing. Three forms of
the tax are discussed, as well as the legal feasibility and planning
implications of impact taxes in North Carolina.
North Carolina's
28 Housing Finance Agency:
Can it be More Effective?
KentC. Hiteshew
The State Housing Finance Agency is a major instrument avail-
able for implementing housing programs. The author examines
the history and accomplishments of North Carolina's Housing
Finance Agency and outlines a proposal for making the agency
more effective in meeting the state's housing needs.
37 Downtown Revitalizationin Small North Carolina Communities
Patricia J. Jenny
The central business district in small North Carolina com-
munities is suffering the same loss of vitality that characterizes
cities across the nation. Yet survey results indicate that com-
munity residents, businesspeople, and public officials are anx-
ious to preserve the unique character of the downtown. Through
case studies of four North Carolina communities, the author
documents the constraints and resources associated with re-
vitalization efforts. Each approach offers a unique guide to the




Due to inflation and the rising costs of energy, many home-
owners are thinking about measures to conserve energy. Older
homes can be made more energy efficient without lessening the
actual or potential value of the building. The author discusses
various measures of conservation and outlines what planners can
do to help.
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